
F1 students who are considered in status according to 8 CFR 214.2(f)(iii): 

1. An F-1 student at an academic institution is considered to be in status during the annual (or 
summer) vacation if the student is eligible and intends to register for the next term. 

2. Students who have permission for reduce course load  
 

 The exceptions to the "full course of study" requirement are limited, but very important. In the situations 
described below, F-1 students are considered to be maintaining status even if they are not registered for 
a full course of study, and they continue to be eligible for F-1 benefits if they are otherwise eligible. 

 
 The Provider will offer options (Semester Stop Out) for direct enrollment for active F1 HCC students with 

no enrollment for: 

Reduced course load. The designated school official may allow an F-1 student to engage in less than a 
full course of study as provided in this paragraph (f)(6)(iii). Except as otherwise noted, a reduced course 
load must consist of at least six semester or quarter hours, or half the clock hours required for a full 
course of study. A student who drops below a full course of study without the prior approval of the DSO 
will be considered out of status. On-campus employment pursuant to the terms of a scholarship, 
fellowship, or assistantship is deemed to be part of the academic program of a student otherwise taking a 
full course of study. 

(A) Academic difficulties. The DSO may authorize a reduced course load on account of a student's initial 
difficulty with the English language or reading requirements, unfamiliarity with U.S. teaching methods, or 
improper course level placement. The student must resume a full course of study at the next available 
term, session, or semester, excluding a summer session, in order to maintain student status. A student 
previously authorized to drop below a full course of study due to academic difficulties is not eligible for a 
second authorization by the DSO due to academic difficulties while pursuing a course of study at that 
program level. A student authorized to drop below a full course of study for academic difficulties while 
pursuing a course of study at a particular program level may still be authorized for a reduced course load 
due to an illness medical condition as provided for in paragraph (B) of this section. 

(B) Medical conditions. The DSO may authorize a reduced course load (or, if necessary, no course load) 
due to a student's temporary illness or medical condition for a period of time not to exceed an aggregate 
of 12 months while the student is pursuing a course of study at a particular program level. In order to 
authorize a reduced course load based upon a medical condition, the student must provide medical 
documentation from a licensed medical doctor, doctor of osteopathy, or licensed clinical psychologist, to 
the DSO to substantiate the illness or medical condition. The student must provide current medical 
documentation and the DSO must reauthorize the drop below full course of study each new term, 
session, or semester. A student previously authorized to drop below a full course of study due to illness 
or medical condition for an aggregate of 12 months may not be authorized by a DSO to reduce his or her 
course load on subsequent occasions while pursuing a course of study at the same program level. A 
student may be authorized to reduce course load for a reason of illness or medical condition on more 
than one occasion while pursuing a course of study, so long as the aggregate period of that authorization 
does not exceed 12 months. 

(C) Completion of course of study. The DSO may authorize a reduced course load in the student's final 
term, semester, or session if fewer courses are needed to complete the course of study. If the student is 
not required to take any additional courses to satisfy the requirements for completion, but continues to 
be enrolled for administrative purposes, the student is considered to have completed the course of study 
and must take action to maintain status. Such action may application for change of status or departure 
from the U.S. 



1. F1 Students with permission for no course load for medical reasons (up to 12 months). 
2. Active F1 students on /or pending post-completion Optional Practical Training. 

 

 

 


