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“Broadening Our Opportunities for Knowledge”

Welcome to the Houston Community College-Southwest College Learning Community Program for freshmen students.  Learning Communities create connections, or links, between two or more college classes.  In this community, reading and college and career planning courses will be integrated to make connections between reading, life long learning skills and career planning.  Throughout the semester you will work with two instructors and other staff members to create an effective learning environment and who will assist you in learning valuable skills toward academic, personal, and professional success.  We hope your experience in this “community” will encourage and motivate you as you continue your collegiate journey. “Let Our Journey Begin”

Course Description:  This learning community will consist of two courses related by discipline/content: College Reading II and College and Career Planning.  The focus of this community is to create a sense of academic purpose while encouraging high levels of self-responsibility, self-awareness and engagement.  Furthermore, the community is designed to enhance and promote student learning and student success by affirming the importance of reading, study skills and a unique first year college experience through collaborative learning and intellectual interaction.  It will provide a unique and exciting experience that will engage you in a number of activities to improve your strategies for college success and to enhance your contextual reading skills.  The courses in the community will be connected in many ways with many related topics.  For example in Gust 1270, you will learn strategies that will strengthen your critical thinking and reading skills, improve your self-management techniques and note-taking skills. In Gust 0342, you will have the opportunity to integrate your critical reading skills with the skills learned in Gust 1270 by applying, analyzing and evaluating different types of contextual reading from various sources such as textbooks, short stories, editorials, articles and essays. Also, writing will be stressed as an additional component of this class.  Your class activities will consist of small and large group projects, class discussions, lectures, field trips, guest lecturers and independent assignments.  You will have some shared assignments that will count toward your final grade in both classes as well as additional assignments from each individual class.  In this program, the class size is small and you will receive a lot of personalized attention.  You will get to know faculty and we will get to know you.  We will work hard, have fun, and learn a lot.   

Course Objectives/Competencies:  Upon successful completion of Gust 1270 and Gust 0342, students should be proficient in critical reading, thinking, listening and note-taking skills that will enable them to be successful in subsequent college level course work.

By the end of the semester you will be able to: 

√ Enhance personal strategies for improved academic success by

· Applying reading strategies to various reading materials

· Setting long and short term academic goals

· Applying various study strategies to improve academic and personal performance



√ Integrate critical and creative thinking in all activities by

· Recognizing and using basic reading, writing and study skills to convey information, ideas and opinions
· Applying the principles and strategies for purposeful, active and organized thinking by using multiple creative and critical thinking strategies in learning (Bloom’s Taxonomy)
√ Communicate effectively by

· Applying appropriate writing, speaking and listening skills to convey information
√ Demonstrate self responsibility by

· Accepting responsibility for personal choices affecting academic and personal success
· Applying the principles of physical and psychological wellness to your life as they relate to academic and personal success
· Managing time effectively for academic purposes
· Demonstrating appropriate student behavior
√ Use technology as a learning resource tool by

· Using the web to access electronic resources associated with your textbook
· Using the web to search for specific issues relating to reading in the content areas, career development and lifelong learning skills
√ Demonstrate and awareness of community and diversity by

· Discussing the ways in which personal and cultural experiences influence our lives, ideas and events
· Demonstrating your ability to understand the dangers of stereotyping and other biases
· Demonstrating your ability to view issues from multiple perspectives
· Being able to communicate, interact, and work positively with individuals form other cultural groups
· Participating in a Service Learning Project and 
· Being involved in community and campus activities
√ Work collaboratively by

· Demonstrating leadership qualities
· Participating actively in group and project assignments
Individual Course Objectives


In addition to the shared objectives, each course has its own unique course objectives.
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Work effectively within the college system, including:

· Complete an academic plan with a counselor/advisor

· Register for next semester

· Utilize a variety of library services and resource materials

Describe your responsibility for your academic success:

· Discuss how you are responsible for your experience in college

· Describe ways you can create a successful college experience

· Learn and practice how to change inappropriate behaviors

Complete essential steps in identifying a major career:

· Develop a perspective of lifelong learning in career development

· Match your interests and abilities with careers and majors

· Learn to use various career resource guides

Use important academic skills, including:

· Self management

· Textbook reading with improved comprehension

· Note-taking

· Test taking

· Memory strategies

· Listening 

· Creative and critical thinking

College Reading II


********

Identify the following features of a text:

· Main ideas and supporting details

· Arguments

· Organizational Patterns

· Point of View

· Tone

· Purpose

Identify the meanings of words by using:

· Context Clues

· Affixes (word parts)

· Analogies

· Dictionary

Differentiate your opinions from those of the author by using the following:

· Discussing and writing about the ideas of a reading selection
· Comparing and synthesizing ideas from textbooks and other reading material
· Recognize the intention of a writer and be aware of the bias and propaganda techniques a writer may use to affect a reader
· Relate themes in written works to concerns and issues in everyday life
· Interpret an author’s meaning inferentially as well as literally
· Identify problems, unanswered questions, or unclear issues in the text and find clues and evidence in the reading to solve these problems
Use important academic skills, including:

· Self management

· Test taking

· Note-taking

· Gain technological proficiency

Course Expectations:  To help you reach the course objectives, each class session will include opportunities for you to discuss and apply the topics being presented.  There will be small and large group work during class time, and assignments that must be completed in and outside of class.  You are expected to have read the assigned material before class in order to be ready to participate in the discussions.  Our role is to provide a classroom environment in which you participate actively and feel safe in expressing your opinions.  We will do all that we can to help make this course a positive experience for you, but you are responsible for what you get out of this course.  As a college student, you are responsible for your learning.  

Attendance Policy:  REGULAR ATTENDANCE and regular class participation are significant factors to promote success in college.  It is imperative that you make an effort to attend every class.  There is no such thing as an excused absence.  Students are allowed to miss no more than 12.5% (4 classes) of the total class sessions. GUST 1270/0170 and Gust 0342 students missing more than 12.5% of class time may be administratively dropped from these classes.   

(Please Note)  Due to these classes being a part of a learning community, it is necessary to speak with your instructor and/or counselor before dropping either of the classes.  If you drop one class and not the other, there is a chance that you could be dropped from both classes.  Therefore, please contact your instructor before dropping.  Therefore, instructor approval is necessary before dropping either class.
Tardy Policy:  Tardiness is disruptive to your classmates and your professor.  If you come into class after roll has been taken, you are considered absent.  At the end of class, it is your responsibility to speak to the professor to have your attendance recorded. Class begins at the times specified in the schedule of classes. Official tardy count is recorded as follows:  Three (3) tardies (or early leaves) count as one class absence. 

Required Texts and Supplemental Materials:

· Cornerstone: Discovering Your Potential, Learning Actively, and Living Well; Fifth Edition, Moody, P., Montgomery, R.J., & Sherfield, R; Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

· The Master Reader (Updated Edition), D. J. Henry, (Custom Edition for Houston Community College System), Longman, 2005

· Other Required Material:  Blue/Black Pen, Loose leaf paper, Dictionary, Stapler or paper clips Course Compass Access Cards, College Catalog, College Schedule and Student Handbook.

Format for Assignments:  All work turned in must be typed in dark blue or black ink only and double-spaced unless you are instructed otherwise.  Use the front side of the paper only, pay attention to margins.  DO NOT turn work written in pencil.  In addition you will learn to use on-line learning environments such as Course Compass and Wisesoft.  All assignments will help you to develop the written format and computer literacy skills that will be important throughout your college studies and your post college career. 

Course Evaluation and Grading Scale:  Please remember that although this is a learning community, you will be receiving separate grades for Gust 1270/0170 and Gust 0342.  Your participation in class discussions, completion of assignments and projects, and test scores will be evaluated and graded separately by both professors.  Grades will be evaluated based on the following format:
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Grades in this course will be earned as listed:
Class Modules………………………...20%

Career Report………………………....15%

Quiz/Tests…………………………….10%

Service Learning Project…………….. 15%

Portfolio………………………………10%

Mid-Term…………………… …….…15%

Final Exam………………………..…..15%

Total     ….………………………….100%

Course Evaluation

90 – 100.…  A      

Superior College Work


80 -   89..…. B     

Above Average College

70 -   79..…. C     

Average College Work

60 -   69…....D     

Questionable Unacceptable College Work

59 and below…..F 

Unacceptable College Level Work




Grades in this course will be earned as listed:
Chap   Assignments and Ink sheds… .   15%

Chapter Exams……………………….  .15%

Lab Assignments……………………    10%

Portfolio…    ……………………….     20%

Service Learning Projects……………   10%

Mid-Term Exam……………………..   15%

Final Exam……………………………  15%

Total………………………………    100%

Course Evaluation

90 – 100.…  A      

Superior College Work


80 -   89..…. B     

Above Average College

70 -   79..…. C     

Average College Work

69 and below…....IP     

Unacceptable College Level Work
69 and below……F  (Repeat students)

Unacceptable College Level Work

If you are absent or tardy, you are responsible for obtaining information about the lesson or notes missed.  Please contact members from your group to obtain this information.  Politeness, courtesy, and respect to fellow students and the professor are required.  Disruptions within the classroom will not be tolerated.  You may be removed from class for unacceptable classroom behavior.  Coming to time, being prepared, and participating in class work and discussions are expectations of all students.

Your grade is reflective of YOUR efforts and achievements.  Please refer to your course calendar and you will also be reminded when work is due; therefore, late work is not acceptable.  E-mail assignments will be accepted on due dates if you are absent.  

Academic Honesty:  All students are expected to fulfill the rights and responsibilities outlined in the Houston Community College Student Handbook.  An important part of being a college student is academic honesty; it is the expectation in these courses that you will complete all academic work without resorting to:

· Cheating, in any form, whether in formal examinations or elsewhere.

· Plagiarism, using the work of others as one’s own without assigning proper credit to the source

· Misrepresentation of any work done in the classroom or in preparation for a class

· Alteration of any documents pertaining to academic records

The HCC Handbook includes a more extensive list of prohibited behaviors; you should familiarize yourself with this handbook.  Students who commit infractions outlined in the handbook will be dealt with according to procedures outlined in the book.  Penalties could include receiving a failing grade for this course and/or being suspended from school.  It is very important that you clearly understand this course expectation.

Disability Services Statement:   “Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the Disability Student Services Office (DSSO)… at the beginning of each semester prior to attending class. "Professors are authorized to provide only the accommodation(s) requested by the DSSO.”  For information and services, contact Dr. Becky Hauri, DSSO Counselor (713) 718-7910.

Sexual Harassment:  It is a violation of HCC policy for an employee (faculty, staff), agent, or student of the College to engage in sexual harassment as defined in the EEOC guidelines.  Report any complaints IMMEDIATELY to College Administration or call the EEO/ER Office in Human Resources (713) 718-8606.

Disclaimer:  Please note that the syllabus and schedule may vary somewhat.  Also, time spent on a certain topic may vary depending on the needs and desires of class members.  Changes in the syllabus and/or course outline may be made at any time during the semester by the professor.  If you are not in class, you are still held accountable for the changes.  A revised syllabus and or calendar may be issued at the discretion of the instructor.
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Integrated Operational Calendar 

“The B.O.O.K. Club Learning Community”

Fall Semester 2007

	
	

	Week 1:  08/27-29

Introduction to the Course and 

Syllabus Overview
 The College Experience

Activities:  


Ice Breakers

Prepare for Syllabus Test 

Pre-Assessment Evaluation

Assignment for Week 2:  Read Chapter 1, 2, 5


	Week 1:  08/27-29

Course Overview

Stanford Pre-Diagnostic Reading Test

Read Chapter 1:  A Reading System for Master      Readers

Read:   The Connection Between Reading and Writing pgs. 644-649



	Week 2:  09/03-05

Chapter 1:  Change:  Adjusting to the Culture of College and Setting Your Goals

Chapter 2: Engage:  Developing Your Academic and Personal Passion

Chapter 5:  Read:  Building Your Reading and Comprehension Skills  

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Lab Orientation  (Course Compass/Choices ) 

(Integrated Technology Assignment – TBA)

Syllabus Test

Assignment for Week 3:  Continue Chapters 3 , 8
	Week 2:  09/03-05

Labor Day Holiday – Mon 9/03 – No class

LAC Orientation

Exercises Chapter One – Chapter Review, 

Review Test 4,  #1-5, Mastery Test 1

Read Chapter 2: Vocabulary S

	Week 3:  09/10-12


Persist:  Learning and Using the Tools of Self-Management

Remember:  Empowering Your Memory and Creating Your Study  Plans 

Activities:


Library Orientation 

Assignment for Week 4:  Read Chapters  15,7
	Week 3:  09/10-12

Exercises Chapter 2 – Chapter Review 

Review Test 1, Mastery Test 1

Reading Selection 1:  “Do Not Iron Clothes on Body,” p. 650

Read Chapter 3:  Stated Main Ideas



	Week 4:  09/17-19

Plan:  Focusing on Your Professional Career and Living  Well 

Record:  Cultivating Your Listening Skills and Developing Note-Taking Systems That Work for You  

Activities:          

Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by                 instructor)

Assignment for Week 5:  Read Chapter 4 
Intro to Portfolio Assignment (Integrated)
	Week 4:  09/17-19

Exercises Chapter 3 – Chapter Review

 Review Test 4, #1-10, Mastery Test 2

Reading Selection 2:  “You Just Don’t Understand,” p. 659

Exam #1: Chapters 1, 2, 3
Read Chapter 4:  Supporting Details

Intro to Portfolio Assignment (Integrated)

	Week 5:  09/24-26 

Prioritize:  Planning Your Time and Reducing Stress

Activities:  


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Assignment for Week 6:  Read Chapter 6


	Week 5:  09/24-26 

Exercises Chapter 4 – Chapter Review  

Review Test 2, Mastery Test 1

Reading Selection 3:  “The Four Reasons Why Good Communication is  So Important,” p. 668

Read Chapter 5:  Outlines and Concept Maps



	Week 6:  10/01-03 

Learn:  Using Your Dominant Intelligence, Learning Style, and Personality Type to Become an Active Learner

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Learning Style Inventory (On-line)
Integrated Assignment  (Note-taking Systems)

Assignment for Week 7:  Career Conference – October 6, West Loop


	Week 6:  10/01-03

Exercises Chapter 5 – Chapter Review 

Mastery Test 5, Lab Activity 24 

Reading Selection 4:  “Binge Drinking:  A Campus Killer,” p. 678

Read Chapter 6:  Transitions and Thought Patterns

Introduction to Co-Curricular Project

	Week 7:  10/08-10 

Integrated Group Assignment   

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Begin Mid-Term Review, Chapter 1-7, 15
Assignment for Week 8:   Midterm Exam


	Week 7:  10/08-10 

Exercises Chapter 6 – Chapter Review (including applications) 

Review Test 1, Mastery Test 2

Reading Selection 5:  “I Have a Dream,” p. 688

Exam #2: Chapters 4, 5, 6



	Week 8: 10/15-17

MID-TERM EXAM (Departmental) 

Assignment for Week 9:  Review Mid-term, 

Read Chapter 9


	Week 8: 10/15-17

Review for Midterm, Chapters 1 – 6

Mid-Term Exam

Read Chapter 7:  More Thought Patterns



	Week 9: 10/22-24

Assess:   Developing Successful Test Taking Tactics That Work for You  

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Assignment for Week 10:  Read Chapter 10


	Week 9: 10/22-24

Exercises Chapter 7 – Chapter Review 

Review Test 2, Mastery Test 1
Reading Selection 6:  “The Education of an American,” p. 698

Read Chapter 8:  Implied Main Ideas and Implied Central Ideas



	Week 10:   10/29-31

Think:  Expanding Your Aptitude for Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  
Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Assignment for Week 11:  Read Chapter 11


	Week 10:   10/29-31

Exercises Chapter 8 

 Chapter Review, #1-8, 

Review Test 4, #1-10, 

Mastery Test 6,  Lab Activity 36- #1-5

Reading Selection 7:  “My America,” p. 706

Read Chapter 9:  Fact and Opinion



	
	

	
	

	Week 11:  11/05-07

Prosper:  Managing Your Money and Your Debts Wisely

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Career Report Due – November 7

Career Conference –November 10

Assignment for Week 12:  Read Chapter 12

	Week 11:  11/05-07

Exercises Chapter 9 – Chapter Review (including Applications)

Review Test 2, Mastery Test 5

Reading Selection 8:  “It Takes a Village,” p. 714

Exam #3: Chapters 7, 8, 9

Read Chapter 10:  Tone and Purpose



	Week 12:  11/12-14

Communicate: Fostering Your Research, Writing, and Speaking Talents  

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Presentation Assignments Begin

Assignment for Week 13:  Read Chapter 13

Field Trip:  Houston Public Library or George Library (tentative)
	Week 12:  11/12-14

Exercises Chapter 10 - Chapter Review (including Applications), 

Review Test 1, Review Test 4- #1-10, 

Mastery Test 3

Reading Selection 9:  Excerpt from The Grapes of Wrath, p. 725

Read Chapter 11:  Inferences

Field Trip:  Houston Public Library or George Library (tentative)

	Week 13:  11/19-21

Relate:  Celebrating People, Cultures, and Yes….Even you

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Assignment for Week 14:  Read Chapter 14

Co-Curricular Project Due

	Week 13:  11/19-21

Exercises Chapter 11 – Practice 5 

Chapter Review, #1-5

Review Test 4 #1-10, 

Mastery Test 2, Mastery Test 5

Reading Selection 10:  “The Heart of the Brave,” 

p. 734

Read Chapter 12:  The Basics of Argument

Read Chapter 13:  Advanced Argument:  Persuasive Techniques

Co-Curricular Project Due


	Week 14:  11/26-28

Live:  Developing Your Plan for Wellness, Stress Reduction, and Personal Responsibility 

Activities:


Complete Chapter Activities (assigned by instructor)

Continue Presentations

Assignment for Week 15:  Continue Oral Presentations


	Week 14:  11/26-28

Exercises Chapter 12 - Practice 1, Practice 2, Chapter Review- #1-10

Chapter 13 – Chapter Review (including applications) 

Review Test 2, Mastery Test 1

Stanford Post - Diagnostic Reading Test

Exam #4: Chapters 10, 11, 12



	Week 15:  12/03-05

Oral Presentations continued

Activities:


Final Exam Review


	Week 15:  12/03-05

Wrap up Activities

Review for Final Exam


	December 12:  FINAL EXAM

8 a.m.  -   10 a.m.
	December 12:  FINAL EXAM

10 a.m. – 12 noon

	
	


The professors of this community have the right to change or modify this calendar, as they deem necessary.

