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ANYA KAMENETZ
Columnist and Author of Generation Debt
Anya Kamenetz is the rare speaker on youth issues who actually belongs to the demographic she chronicles. Since graduating from Yale University in 2002, Kamenetz has lived in New York City and freelanced. In 2004, the Village Voice nominated her for a Pulitzer Prize in feature writing for her work on the feature series, “Generation Debt: The New Economics of Being Young.” Today, she reaches millions with the “Generation Debt” column as a personal finance expert for Yahoo! Finance. She has appeared on every major news network, including CBS, ABC, CNN, MSNBC, Fox News, CNBC, and CSPAN, as well as several affiliates of NPR, ABC Radio, and Voice of America, commenting on financial, social, and political issues faced by young people.
Generation Debt (Riverhead Books, 2006), her first book, has drawn national media attention and passionate online debate. In both the book and the column, she writes about a startling range of economic upheavals facing young people in their 20s and 30s: the rising cost of higher education, soaring student loan and credit card debt, stagnant earnings in an increasingly uncertain job market, international competition and the economic threat posed by the Boomers' retirement. She asks the question: Is this the first generation that won't do better than their parents? And if so, what will become of the American dream?

In op-eds and at political appearances, Kamenetz advocates for financial literacy and responsibility, cost controls on higher education, a greater investment in vocational programs, health care policies that cover young adults, and credit laws that protect consumers from excessive high-interest debt. As a popular speaker at colleges from UC Berkeley to the University of Kentucky, Kamenetz explores these issues as a way to motivate young people to both participate in politics and educate themselves on financial basics.

Kamenetz writes about the importance of financial literacy and responsibility, the costs of higher education, and in particular, credit laws to protect young adults from chronic and excessive high-interest debt. Her work is important in today’s youth-drive marketplace, and helps young adults understand what is necessary to successfully manage their money. She is also an empowering voice for young people politically, illuminating the bread-and-butter issues that unite them as a generation.






